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February 1, 2019                                                                                                             

Dear Madison Township Residents, 

As you know, reliable police protection is vital in any community for the safety of its residents and 

businesses.  The Madison Township Police Department has been on the job since 1966, with reliable and 

responsive police protection. Unfortunately, like many other Lake County communities, the Madison 

community also has its fair share of crime.  The cost to provide reliable 24/7 police protection continues 

to increase and we, the Board of Madison Township Trustees, struggle to continue the same level of 

police services our community has always relied upon.  

Due to increasing operational costs for the Madison Township Police Department, we recently had no 

alternative but to place a police levy on the May 7, 2019 Primary Election ballot.  This will be a 3.9 mil 

permanent replacement levy, replacing two existing levies that have been the sources of police revenue 

for over 25 years.  The first levy being replaced is a 1.9 mil levy that was passed by the voters of Madison 

Township in 1982.  The second levy being replaced is a 2.0 mil levy passed by the voters of Madison 

Township in 1994. The proposed 3.9 mil permanent replacement levy does not increase the total voted 

millage the police department receives annually.  The proposed levy does increase the total annual 

revenue the department will receive to support its operation.  You may ask, “Why, if the total millage 

stays the same, does the operating revenue increase”?  Under Ohio law, a levy can only generate 

revenue based on the property tax value of a community in the year the levy was passed.  The two current 

1.9 and 2.0 mil levies that would be replaced are only generating tax revenues based on the property 

values of Madison Township in the years they were first passed, which were 1982 and 1994.  Property 

values in the Township have increased greatly in the past 25-plus years.  Therefore, a single 3.9 mil levy 

at 2019 property values will generate approximately $1,251,827.00 for police operations as compared to 

the two combined levies of 3.9 mils that generate approximately $593,214.00 annually.  The 1982 and 

1994 levies currently cost the owner of a $100,000 home $53.86 a year.  The proposed 3.9 mil permanent 

replacement levy would increase the annual taxes on a $100,000 home an additional $82.64 a year. 

Our Police Department handles over 12,200 calls for service annually, which averages 

approximately 33 calls for service a day. The officers handle every crime imaginable in our 

community of approximately 19,000 people.  They do this with only seventeen (17) full-time and 

six (6) part-time police officers, well below what is recommended by the FBI for a community of 

Madison Township’s size.  The passage of the proposed 3.9 mil permanent replacement levy is 

critical to the ongoing operations of the Madison Township Police Department.  The additional 

revenue generated will allow our police department to continue the same level of service our 

residents and businesses have become accustomed to.  It will allow us to replace critically 

needed equipment that is used daily by our officers.  
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No one likes to pay more in property taxes, and that includes the four of us.  We hope this 

information regarding the May 7th Madison Township Police Levy will give you the information 

you need regarding this very important matter.  If you have any questions regarding the levy 

please feel free to leave us a message at our Madison Township Office 428-5128 and we will call 

you back.  Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Board of Madison Township Trustees, 

Kenneth R. Gauntner Jr. 

Max Anderson Jr. 

Peter V. Wayman 

Madison Township Fiscal Officer, 

Terry Gerred-Ditchcreek 

 

 

     

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     


